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ROXBURY: 


rniNTED  B¥  THOMAS  S.  WATTB. 


Some  apology  may  perhaps  be  due  for  ob- 
truding this  sketch  upuii   the  notice  of  the  pub- 
lick.    To  those  who  require  such  an  ajjiology  it 
is  mentioned,  that  little  is  kHown  of  tlie  fuuiida- 
tion  and  early  history  of  the  Sciiool   by  tlio-ie 
who  are  most  intimately  ,  concerned   in  its  wel- 
fare, and  who  are  more  immediately  l)cnefitted  by 
its   prosperity.     Unhappily  fur  the  Town,  and 
also  for  the  interests  of  the  institution,  an  invidious 
prejudice  has  existed,  in  fornier  yea  is,  which  has 
prevented  many  from  enjoying  ils  btijchts;  which 
prejudice   had  its  origin,  without   doubt,  in  the 
circumstance,   that  it  was  governed  by  individu- 
als, and  not  by  the  Town.    This  prejudice  has 
within  a  few  years  been  nearly  dissipated  ;  and 
it  is  thought  that  nothing  will   tend  so  elFectu- 
ally  to  its  complete  removal,  as  a  candid  state- 
ment of  its  origin,  its  history,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  it  has  been  conducted,    it  will  be 
seen  in  the  following   pages  that  the  Trustees 
have  uniformly  been  faiLhful  guardians  of  its  in- 
terests, and  that  its  prosperity  has  not  sufl'ered, 
although  the  direction  has  been  [)ermanently  con- 
iided  to  individuals.    The   papers  from  which 
our  facts  have  been  gleaned,  are    fast  falling 
into  oblivion,  and  the  insatiable   tooth  of  tiine 
has  already  corroded  them  so  voraciously,  as  to 
render  it  a  work  of  some  labour  and  research 
to  gather  any  thing  like  a  clear  and  cownected 
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narrative.  With  much  diflficulty,  we  have  col- 
lated the  most  important  facts  connected  with 
its  liistory ;  and  if  in  some  instances  we  have 
been  hiameably  minute  in  the  detail,  we  are 
not  conscious  of  the  omission  of  any  particulars 
upon  which  we  could  authoritatively  rely.  The 
plan  upon  which  the  school  was  originally  found- 
ed and  supported,  needs  no  commendation  of  ours. 
But  much  good  might  be  secured  to  tlie  interests  ^ 
of  learning,  by  its  revival  in  the  establishment 
of  other  institutions,  while  the  tax  upon  posterity  | 
would  be  so  inconsiderable  as  scarcely  to  be  felt.  ^ 


A 


SKETOZl  OP  THE  HIi^T^RY 

OF  THE 
IN  THE 

EASTERLY  PART  OF  ROXBURY. 


This  School  is  of  very  ancient  foundation,  and 
its  history  is  rendered  highly  interesting,  from  its 
connexion  with  many  eminent  individuals  ;  as  well 
as  from  its  afibrding  proof  of  the  early  solicitude 
felt  for  the  diffusion  of  Knowledge,  by  our  wise,  as 
well  as  pious  forefathers.  The  bread  which  was 
thus  early  cast  upon  the  waters,  has,  as  it  were, 
been  miraculously  multiplied,  to  alFord  food  for 
thousands  ;  and,  (if  we  may  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue our  allusion)  the  fragments  which  now  remain, 
far  exceed  in  value  the  few  small  loaves  that  fed 
the  multitude  in  the  wilderness.  As  early  as  the 
year  1G45,  hfteen  years  after  the  hrst  settlements 
in  the  Town  of  Roxbury  were  begun,  a  number 
of  the  Inhabitants,  drew  up  a  memorial,*  setting 
forth  the  importance  of  the  subject  of  education, 
and  binding  themselves,  their  heirs  and  assignees, 
for  the  payment  of  certain  sums  yearly,  for  the 
support  of  a  Free  School.  They  ])roposed  to  al- 
low the  Schoolemaster  Twenty  pounds  |)er  annum, 
to  be  raised  out  of  the  Messuages  and  parts  of 

*  This  ancient,  curious,  and  interesting  document,  now  before  us  ia 
an  ele°:anl,  but  obscure  hand,  is  subjoined  entire  in  2s'ole  A. 


the  lands  of  the  severall  donors,  Inhabitantes  of 
fi'did  Townc,  in  severall  proportions  as  expressed 
nnder  their  handes."  The  lund  or  tax  thus  raised 
was  to  be  perpetual,  and  the  obligation  to  pay  it  was 
to  descend  with  the  inheritance  to  posterity.  The 
jnanagement  ol'  the  income  tiius  derived,  was  en- 
trusted to  "seven  FfeotFees"  who  iiad  power  "to 
putt  in  or  remove  the  schoolemaster,  to  see  to  the 
well  ordering  of  the  schoole,  and  schollcrs,  to 
receive  and  pay  the  said  £20  per  atinum  to  the 
schoolemaster,  and  to  dispose  of  arjy  oilier  gifte  or 
giftes  which  may  or  hereafter  shall  be  given,  for 
the  advancement  of  Learning  and  education  of  chil- 
dren." 

In  confoi'mity  with  this  valuable  intention,  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  ciicerlul,  and,  for  those  days, 
a  hbeivil  subscription  for  the  ol)iect;  and  the  origi- 
nal subscription  paper  is  now  before  us  in  tlie  singu- 
lar hand  of  that  day.  It  is  a  subject  of  much  regret, 
that  the  early  records  of  the  school  have  suifered 
so  considerably  from  the  ravages  of  time;  and 
that  the  parts  wherein  they  are  defective  are 
those,  which  would  probably  awaken  a  more  in- 
tense cuiiosity  than  many  others  wliich  remain. 
The  diiTiculty  of  collaling  materials  for  an  histori- 
cal sketch  is  still  further  increased  by  the  disre- 
gard of  clironological  order  in  the  records,  which 
obliges  us  to  detach  many  particulars  from  their 
local  connection,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  the 
order  of  occurrence.  Where  the  records  are  de- 
lective,  we  shall  leave  them  so;  not  presuming  to 
set  conjecture  at  work,  to  suj)j)ly  the  imperl'ections 
of  historical  detail,  in  a  subject  so  inteiosting,  as  is 
the  account  of  those  eaily  institutions,  whose  mllu- 
ence,  silent  but  steady,  has  given  a  tone  and  cIku- 
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arfcr  to  the  country,  never,  it  is  believed,  to  be 
obliterated.  Iniperl'ect  as  these  papers  are,  we 
have  been  enabled  to  glean  many  facts  that  would 
be  interesting  to  the  historian  and  the  antiquary, 
but  which  our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  detail. 
We  shall  endeavour  to  present  in  proper  connex- 
ion those  paitlculars  which  go  to  make  up  the  His- 
tory of  the  School;  occasionally  introducin«;  such 
extracts  iVom  t!ie  Records  as,  from  their  quaint- 
Xiess  or  peculiarity,  are  entitled  to  notice. 

The  bui:>scrlptions  rfii^ed  in  the  manner  above-j 
mentioned  lor  tlie  support  of  the  school,  were  col- 
lected for  the  fu  st  time  in  the  year  164(5,  or  in  the 
early  part  of  1647.    But  whether  they  were  paid 
in  money  or  produce  does  not  fully  appear.  Sub- 
sequently, it  is  stated  that  they  were  paid  in  part,  if 
not  in  lull,  in  the  latter  mode.    It  cannot  be  gath- 
ered fro!n  the  records,  at  what  time  the  school  was 
fiv^i  opened,  nor  who  was  the  fu'st  master.  Some 
tinjc  must  have  elapsed  after  the  procuring  of  the 
means,  to  make  the  little  preparations  which  were 
necessary  for  the  commencement  of  its  operation; 
and  delay,  which  sometimes  strengthens,  although 
it  more  frequently  enervates  the  vigour  of  human 
HJtentions,  niay  perhaps  have  retarded  the  experi- 
ment.   But  our  hardy  forefathers  were  men  of 
steady  resolution  and  fixed  purpose,  and  were  not 
to  be  repressed  in  their  designs  by  the  diflTicuity  of 
their  execution.    What  they  proposed,  they  liad 
maturely  considered;  and  what  they  purposed,they 
earnestly  prosecuted.   Diflicultles  and  dangers  were 
to  them  but  stimularits  to  action ;  and  to  men  of 
character  and  decision  delays  and  obstacles  give 
way.    From  these  considerations,  as  well  as  from 
8ome  statements  in  the  records,  it  is  inferred  that 
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the  school  must  date  its  commencement  from  the 
year  1647  or  1648.  Mention  is  made  in  this  lat- 
ter year,  of  a  Mr.  liovv,  or  Stow,  who  with  his  son 
was  boarded  at  the  expense  of  ihe  Donors  ;  a  fact 
for  which  we  can  account  on  no  other  supposition, 
than  that  he  was  at  that  time  tlic  Master  of  the 
school.  From  the  earh'ness  of  the  dale  it  is  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  he  had  no  predecessor.  The 
fu'st  name  that  we  find  distinctly  recognized  as 
Master  of  the  school,  is  Hanford  ;  and  his  com- 
pensation seems  to  have  been  better  than  that  of 
his  predecessor  ;  for,  says  our  authority,  "  we  do 
agree  to  give  hin\  Twenty  Two  pounds."  Where 
the  school  was  at  that  time  located,  is  not  mention- 
ed, nor  does  any  record  exist  by  which  the  num- 
ber of  pupils,  the  first  recipients  of  the  school  ben- 
efits, can  be  ascertained.  About  two  years  after 
the  engagement  of  Mr.  Hanford  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing record :  "  Tiie  Ffeoffees  have  agreede 
with  Mr.  Daniel  Welde,  this  25th  of  the  9th  month 
1652,  that  he  provide  benches  and  formes,  with 
tables  for  the  schollers  to  sett  on,  and  to  write  att, 
with  a  convenient  seate  for  the  schoolemaster,  and 
a  Dcshe  to  put  ihe  Dlclionarij  on^  and  shelves  to 
lay  up  bookes."  We  feel  some  little  curiosity  ex- 
cited by  this  record,  to  ascertain  the  Dictionarif 
which  is  thus  mentioned  with  such  enviable  dis- 
tinction. The  language  now  so  prolific  of  exposi- 
tors, was  then  so  loose  and  unsettled,  that  author- 
ity was  lost  amid  its  pretenders,  and  precedent  and 
analogy  floated  in  uncertainty  on  the  torrent  of 
verbiage.  The  cumbrous  pedantry  of  Johnson, 
and  the  sickly  refinements  of  Walker,  had  not  in- 
fected the  community  with  the  far  fetched  etymol- 
ogies of  the  one,  or  the  enervated  pronunciations 


vf  the  latter;  and  if  in  the  authorities  consulted 
in  those  days,  there  was  less  of  classical  raci- 
ness,  there  was  more  of  English  purity.  From 
wliat  is  stated  in  the  above  record,  we  conclude 
that  the  Dictionary  was  then,  what  it  always  ought 
to  be  in  school,  a  book  for  reference,  and  not  for 
study. 

From  this  period  the  School  seems  to  have  been 
established  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  to  have  con- 
tinued in  operation  without  embarrassment  or  in- 
terruption. But  the  scantiness  of  our  materials 
obliges  us,  however  unwillingly,  to  pass  by  the  in- 
tervening period,  until  it  was  led  to  expect  the 
favour  of  the  Town,  and  the  cheering  advantages 
of  legislative  patronage.  In  1662  it  was  proposed 
in  a  publick  meeting,  that  the  Town  should  under- 
take the  management  of  the  school ;  that  the 
privileges  heretofore  confined  to  the  honors,  or 
those  whom  they  selected,  should  becomii  accessi- 
ble to  all ;  and  an  equal  tax  be  assessed  for  its 
support.  The  permission  of  the  Feoffees  was  at 
the  same  time  offered,  for  the  Town  to  remodel  it, 
if  they  should  see  fit ;  and  make  any  improvements 
upon  the  plan  which  expedience  might  require. 
Whether  prejudice  had  embittered  public  feeling, 
or  individuals  of  influence  had  become  dissatisfied 
with  the  proceedings,  does  not  appear  by  any  re- 
cord that  remains ;  but  the  proposition  was  re- 
jected, and  the  interests  of  the  institution  still  con- 
fided to  individual  exertion.*  But  in  1669,  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  "  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court"  to  investigate  tho  affairs  of  the  school, 
and  enquire  into  the  basis  upon  which  it  was  or- 
ganized.   This  Committee  having  examined  the 


Thrs  record,  dated  1666,  is  preaented  entir*  U  Note 
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proceedings  of  the  Feo[rccr>,  and  reported  to  th« 
Court,  that  body  confirmed  by  statute  the  grant  of 
the  original  donors,  and  gave  its  sanction  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  institution.    It  is  by  virtue  of  this 
statute  that  the  benefit  of  these  early  exertions  in 
the  cause  of  learning  is  still  felt ;  since  the  institu- 
tion was  established,  and  for  a  long  time  solely  sup- 
:ported,  by  the  annuity  from  the  lands  which  were 
thus  early  devoted  to  pay  tribute  to  science.^ 
The  notice  thus  taken  ??f  this  seminary  by  legisla- 
tive interferance  had,  no  doubt,  a  benehciat  tenden- 
cy upon  its  intcrestc,  and  contributed  to  its  respect- 
ability, ••v'hile  it  removed,  or  at  least  obviated,  the 
obstacles  which  invidious  hostility  might  place  in 
its  way.    Acts  of  legislation  throw  a  sort  of  conse- 
quence upon  affairs,  v^hich  in  the  hands  of  individ- 
uals, are  held  in  lower  estimation  by  the  com- 
Kiunity  at   large ;  and  this  may  perhaps  arise 
from  the  common  desire  of  participation  m  works 
of  distinction — a  distinction  often  conferred  alone 
by  governmental  patronage  ;  and  in  this  country, 
at  least,  every  man  supposes  himself  concerned  m 
the  proceedings  of  those  who  are  his  representa- 
tives.   But  the  statute  above  mentioned  was  not  the 
first  notice  taken  by  the  General  Court  of  the  in- 
terests of  learning  in  the  Town  of  Roxbury.  About 
ten  years  previous  a  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  of 
land  was  made  to  the  Town  for  the  support  of  a 
free  school ;  but  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  refei  to 
this  grant  at  a  later  period,  we  shall  only  state 
here,  that  the  land  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
accepted  by  the  town  at  this  early  period,  or  sur- 
veyed for  that  purpose. 


*  This  document  will  be  found  in  Note  C. 
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From  the  date  of  the  statute  abovementioned,  the 
^chool  appears  to  have  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion, extending  its  influence  wider  and  wider,  as  the 
objects  increased  that  it  was  calculated  to  benetit. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  presumed  that  its  utility  was  less, 
because  no  prominent  circumstances  are  recorded 
in  relation  to  it.    The  w^aters  of  the  ocean  attract 
less  ootice  when  the  billows  are  asleep  on  the  calm 
bosom  of  its  surface,  but  they  are  then  more  safe- 
ly navigated.    The  dew  which  descends  in  the  si- 
lence of  the  night,  is  no  less  refreshing  to  the  flow- 
ers, and  invigorating  to  the  earth,  than  the  waters 
which  with  their  hollow  voices  inform  us  of  their 
descent    It  penetrates  deeper  because  it  is  less 
likely  to  flow  away.    And  so  too,  the  silent  influ- 
ence of  unpretending  exertion  will  be  more  rapidly 
extended  because  less  locally  diflused.    It  ii  not 
when  the  publick  attention  is  most  noisily  attracted, 
that  the  institutions  for  general  utility  are  most 
successful.    A  temporary  excitement  may  indeed 
give  a  momentary  vigour  to  the  operations,  but 
does  not  always  leave  a  healthy  action  behind  it  5 
and  besides,  like  all  other  stimulants,  it  may  di- 
minish the  sensibility,  and  weaken  the  powers  by 
excessive  exertion.     We  would  gladly,  however, 
have  found  among  the  records  of  this  period,  some 
account  of  its  state,  and  the  methods  which  were 
employed  to  extend  its  influence  over  the  commu- 
nity.   The  present  lively  sensibility  to  the  subject 
of  education  and  its  support,  would  have  rendered 
it  a  matter  of  intense  interest;  and  that  philosophy 
which  "  speaks  by  examples"  might  have  con- 
veyed some  hints,which  would  be  valuable  in  them- 
selves, or  in  their  connexion  with  other  matters  of 
importance.    !|^ut  oblivion  has  cast  its  impervioug 
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mantle  over  this  portion  of  the  history  of  the 
school,  and  conjecture  must  supply,  what  is  want- 
ing in  historical  detail.  This  is  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, since,  notwithstanding  the  statute  confirm- 
in^  the  voluntary  and  perpetual  tax  laid  by  the 
original  donors  upon  their  lands,  and  by  which  they 
"bound  their  heirs  and  successors  forever,  the  school 
'has  not  for  many  years  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  this 
annuity  but  has  been  supported  by  means,  which 
we  shall  presently  notice.  It  is  supposed  by  a 
number  of  Gentlemen  who  are  best  acquainted  with 
the  early  history  of  the  Town  (among  whom  is 
the  well  known  Keverend  and  learned  Gentleman, 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Institution)  and  who  have 
obligingly  communicated  many  particulars  not  upon 
record,  that  the  taxes  were  commuted  for  some 
specified  amount  paid  in  full.  But  no  papers  re- 
main to  set  the  matter  beyond  doubt ;  and  it  is 
feared  that  if  the  fact  be  otherwise,  no  d<jcuments 
can  be  found,  saving  the  original  subscriptions,  that 
could  in  any  way  substantiate  the  claims  of  the 
school.*  Among  the  original  donors  and  Founders 
of  the  School,  Mr.  Thomas  Bell  was  conspicuous 
for  the  peculiar  zeal  he  manifested  in  forward- 
ing the  pious  work.  Having  settled  in  the  Town 
of  Roxbury  at  a  very  early  period,  peculiar  circum- 
stances recalled  him  to  England,  where  he  died 
in  the  year  1071.  He  had  already  subjected 
his  estates  in  the  Town  to  a  yearly  tax  forever,  for 
the  support  of  the  school  ;  and  in  his  will  he 
moreover  bequeathed  all  his  estate  there,  to  the 
Rev.  Mr  Elliott,  minister  of  the  church,  in  con- 
junction with  the  two  Deacons,  in  trusty  for  the 
benefit  of  a  frtt  school^  for  the  support  of  poor 
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men's  childi  eii;'^'  There  could  have  been  ro  doubt 
th:it  the  intcnlion  of  Mr.  Bell  was  to  endow  the 
school,  to  whose  support  he  had  already  very  liber- 
aily  contributed  ;  but  it  is  obvious  tliat  the  expression 
in  his  win  Is  susce|;tible  of  a  wider  interpretation, 
on  account  of  the  use  of  the  indefinite  article.  To 
obviate,  therefore,  any  dilllculty  which  might  arise 
in  future  with  re<.;ard  to  the  Intentions  of  Mr.  Bell, 
and  any  objections  on  the  part  of  the  Town  to  the 
recoonition  of  this,  as  the  I'ree  School,  the  Feof- 
fees applied  to  tlie  Le^^islature  for  an  interpreta- 
tion of  the  iiieaniLg  of  the  Testator.  Whereupon 
a  Statute  was  passed,  dated  May  27th  1(574, 
by  w  hich  the  bequest  was  confirmed  to  this  school.t 

The  value  of  Mr.  Bell's  bequest  at  the  time  it 
first  came  into  the  possession  of  the  school,  we  are 
not  prepared  to  state  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 
But  from  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1686,  it  was 
proposed  b^'"  the  Feoffees  to  lease  the  whole  estate 
for  the  period  of  500  years  "  provided  that  in  the 
sevei'al  parcels  thereof,  it  should  amount  to  sixteen 
pounds  per  annum,  in  money^'^  it  is  inferred  that  it 
was  a  legacy  of  considerable  vahie. 

The  funds  were  still  further  enriched  in  the  year 
1683,  by  Mr.  Willam  Mead,  who  bequeathed  his 
house  and  land  to  the  school,  reservuig  a  life  estate 
in  it  for  his  widow,  so  long  only  as  she  remained 
single.J  The  currency  at  this  period,  whether  in 
bullion  or  paper,  seems  to  have  been  limited.  Be- 
fore the  existence  of  extensive  commercial  rela- 
tions, the  want  of  a  ready  medium  of  exchange  , 

*  Wc  have  delaiied  in  Note  E,  the  will  of  Mr.  Bell  in  relation  to  the 
school. 

t  This  decision  of  the  Great tind  General  Court  will  be  found  ife 
Note  F. 

[.  An  extract  from  the  Trill  of  Mr.  Mead  is  given  in  Note  G, 


was  auppiied  by  a  sort  of  barterj  still  prevalent 
in  the  interior  of  the  country.  And  thus  we 
find  that  in  the  year  1668,  that  John  Prudden,  the 
master  of  the  school,  was  "  to  be  paid  Twenty  five 
pounds;  three  fourths  in  Indian  corn  or  peas,  and 
the  remaining  fourth  in  barley — all  good  and  mer- 
chantable, at  price  current'' — a  currency,  we  ap- 
prehend, not  quite  so  acceptable  to  Instruc-ers  of 
the  present  day,  as  another  sort  of  "  Dd  gratiaP 

The  Legacy  of  Mr.  Bell,  together  with  the  ad- 
ditional bequest  of  Mr.  Mead,  iu;mediately  placed 
the  school  on  a  footmg  above  contingencies ;  aiid 
enabled  the  Feoffees  to  calculate  with  certainty 
the  means  within  their  control.  It  enabled  them 
^ilso  to  predicate  their  plans  on  the  probable  vvants 
of  posterity,  and  to  make  such  disposition  of  the 
property,  as  would  anticipate  the  exigences  of  an 
increased  population.  Accordingly  we  find,  the 
present  comparatively  flourishing  state  of  the  funds 
nas  fully  answered  the  expectations  then  formed; 
and  they  will  continue  slowly,  but  surely  to  increase, 
under  the  present  wise  management,  without  so 
much  of  that  xlependence  upon  conMngences  which 
elsewhere  so  generally  prevails. 

The  first  Master  who  appears  to  have  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Bell's  Legacy  was  John  How,  in 
the  year  1674,"^  who  with  an  increase  of  salary, 
had  also  an  increase  of  duty, — he  being  required 

♦  The  price  of  fuel  within  a  few  years  of  this  period,  seema  to 
prove  that  the  vicinity  was  not  abundantly  stocked  with  wood  ;  for  in 
1679  the  Feoffees  ordered  that  each  parent,  excepting^  those  excused 
by  reason  of  poverty,  shall  send  four  thillings  in  money  or  iwo  feet  of 
wood  with  each  child" — in  1724  it  was  four  shillings  and  sixpence, 
and  in  1735  eight  shillings  in  money  or  two  feet  of  wood  ;  and  in  case 
it  was  not  brought  ^'within  ten  days,  the  MasteB  was  ordered  to  allow 
«o  such  child  the  benefit  of  the  fire.'' 
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to  teach  Latin,  which  had  not  been  previously  in- 
troduced into  the  school. 

We  have  nothing  further  to  present  from  the 
papers  of  the  school  at  this  time,  but  the  notices  of 
meetings  of  the  Feoffees  for  the  choice  of  a  mas- 
ter or  the  supply  of  vacancies  in  their  own  body, 
until  the  year  1742,  when  a  new  scliool  house  was 
erected.  This  is  the  first  mention  made  of  a  build- 
ing; but,  from  the  date,  we  conclude  that  it  must 
have  been  the  third,  which  was  now  erected  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  one,  which  was  declared  to 
be  too  much  out  of  repair  for  further  use.  Under 
date  of  1692  the  school  is  said  to  be  situated  in 
"  Towne  Street,"  which,  we  presume,  is  the  sam© 
spot  upon  which  the  building  now  stands.  It  h 
possible,  and  indeed  some  expressions  in  the  re- 
cords render  it  highly  probable,  that  the  pupils 
were  at  first  assembled  m  the  house  of  the  Mas- 
ter;  but  this  inconvenient  arrangement  could  not 
have  continued  long,  among  men  so  fond  of  ample 
accommodations  as  those  of  that  day ;  and  indeed 
the  recipients  of  the  school  benefits  must  have  been 
too  numerous,  to  hare  rendered  it  possible  to  con- 
tinue it  for  any  length  of  time ;  since  as  early  as 
the  year  1668,  there  were  no  fewer  than  fifty 
eight  families  mentioned  in  the  agreement  with 
Mr.  Prudden,  whose  children  he  was  to  instruct 

in  all  morally  scholasticall^  and  iheGlogicall  disci-' 
jpline^''  (tremendous  task  ! !)  for  the  "  dm  recom- 
pense^'^ of  which  labour,  he  was  to  be  allowed  "  the 
full  and  just  sum  of  Twenty-five  pounds''^  payable  as 
abovementioned,in  peas,  barley,  and  Indian  corn  ! 

In  the  erecton  of  the  school  house  in  the  year 
1742,the  Feofiees  were  assisted  by  the  subscriptions 


*  This  singvilar  and  corioiis  agreement  we  hare  appende(l  in  Nrte  R. 
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of  benevolent  individuals  ;  and  in  the  same  jeafy 
"  the  Hon.  Paul  Dudley  (who  had  succeeded  his 
father  the  governour  as  FeofFee)  was  pleased  lo 
bestow  for  the  use  of  the  schoole  a  good  handsome 
bell."  To  the  name  of  Dudlej,  this  school  must  con- 
fess itself  under  great  obhgations.  Besides  the  assist- 
ance of  counsel  and  advice,  an  assistance  frequently 
more  valuable  than  pecuniary  bounty,  Gov.  Dudley 
as  well  as  his  son,  mentioned  above,  made  several 
large  donations  to  the  school,  over  and  above  the 
yearly  tax  to  wliich  he  had  subjected  his  estates; 
while  by  their  countenance  as  Feoffees,  they  gave 
that  respectability  to  the  institution,  which  men 
high  in  office,  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
bestow. 

From  this  period,  the  institution  continued  on 
the  same  respectable  footing  it  had  previously  ac- 
quired, and  enjoyed  the  valuable  labours  of  many 
gentlemen,  among  the  Instructers,  as  well  as  the 
Feoffees,  who  have  reflected  honour  on  their  age, 
and  left  behind  them  a  memory,  which  will  long 
be  cherished  with  honour  and  respect.  Among 
the  number  of  his  predecessors,  Instructers  of  this 
school  about  this  period,  and  subsequently,  the 
writer  of  this  sketch  feels  a  peculiar  pride  in  see- 
ing the  names  of  Gushing,  Warren,  Sumner,  Ghip- 
man,  Elliott,  Emerson,*  men  who  have  adorned 
the  various  departments  of  the  Bench,  the  pulpit, 
and  the  field ;  around  whose  memory  it  will  be 

*  Hon.  Judge  Gushing  ;  General  Joseph  Warrew  ;  (the  Martyr 
o/'RuNKER  Hill,)  Governour  Increase  Sumner,  Hon.  Judire  Chip' 
man  of  St.  Johns^  N.  S.  Rev.  Dr.  Elliot  of  the  Old  North,  and  Hev^ 
William  Emerson  of  Chauncy  place,  Boston.  Besides  these  eminent 
■  ames,  many  others  will  be  found  in  the  list  apponded  in  Note  I.  de- 
serving of  particular  mention.  Filial  respect  suggests  the  notice  of 
one  particularly  in  that  list ;  but  his  name  would  be  more  appropriat^i, 
in  the  lips  of  another. 
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long  ere  the  mists  of  oblivion  and  forgetfulnesiJ 
shall  gather. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  legacy  of  Mr. 
Bell,  was  to  be  hianaged  by  Trustees,  consisting  of 
the  Minister  and  two  Deacons  of  the  First  Church 
in  Roxburj.  The  school  howeyer  was  under  the 
control  of  the  Feoffees  chosen  by  the  original  Do- 
nors, with  power  to  fill  all  vacances  in  their  own 
body.  A  petition  therefore  was  preferred  to  the 
Legislature  in  1789,  for  legislation  to  remedy  the 
inconvenience  of  managing  the  funds  in  the  use  of 
the  School  by  two  separate  boards.  In  conie- 
quence  of  this  petition  and  after  examination  into 
the  merits  of  the  case,  an  act  was  passed,  uniting 
and  incorporating  in  one  Board  of  Trustees,  the 
separate  powers  of  the  Feoffees  and  Trustees.  It  is 
from  this  period  that  the  present  board  of  Trustees 
datetheir  organization.  By  a  wise  and  judicious  man- 
agement of  the  school  property  the  Trustees  soon 
enjoyed,  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  funds  rapidly 
increasing,  and  prepared  for  the  exigencies  as  they 
occurred.  The  estates  under  their  control  were 
disposed  on  long  leases,  at  the  expiration  of  which, 
they  are  to  revert  to  the  school  with  all  their  im- 
provements ;  and  many  of  the  most  valuable  es- 
tates in  Roxbury,  will  thus,  after  the  lapse  of  little 
less  than  a  century,  again  become  the  property  of 
the  institution;  and  enable  its  future  governours  to 
enlarge  the  plan,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  desiderata 
in  an  institution  designed  for  publick  utility.  By 
the  act  of  Incorporation,  the  Trustees  are  made 
•the  s«le  and  independent  governours  of  the  school^ 
with  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  own  body ; 
and  to  discharge  the  respective  duties  of  their  trust 
with  that  liberality  and  fidelity  which  has  uniform- 
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iy  characterized   them.      Among   those  whose 
h\bours  lii  the  Boaru  liave  been  pecuharly  valuable, 
it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  mention  tiie  name  of  the 
Hon.  Judg^e  Lowell,*  the  father  of  the  present 
lion.  Mr.  Lowell,  whose  talents  h&ve  been  so  ju- 
diciously, and  successfully  excited,  in  the  promo- 
tion of  objects  of  public  utility,  and  who  so  usefully 
•and  ably  1111$  the  place  of  his  Father,  in  the  pres-  .- 
ent  Board  of  Trustees.    Under  the  skilful  manage- 
ment of  this  Board  nnd  their  successors  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  the  futids  and  the  school  have  been  placed 
upon  a  footing  which  reflects  the  highest  credit 
upon  its  managers.    It  has  been  tlieir  uniform  study 
so  to  manage  their  resources,  as  to  be  able  to  ful- 
fill the  pious  intentions  of  the  Founders,  without 
burdening  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  designed ; 
and  accordingly  it  has  been  at  all  times  supported 
without  the  assistance  of  publick  benefactions  either 
from  the  Town  or  the  State.    It  is  true,  that  in 
the  year  1715,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
General  Court,  by  the  Feoliees,  for  the  conhrma- 
tion  of  a  grant  of  Five  Hundred  Acres  of  land 
which  was  made  by  the  Leglslatiu'c  to  the  school,  in 
the  year  1(360  ;  "  wliich  o;rant,"  says  the  record, 
was  not  taken  up  by  our  predecessors,  nor  known 
to  us  til  now."t    But  the  School  reaped  no  benefit 
from  this  grant.    It  was  claimed  by  the  Town  as 
subject  to  their  control,  and  subsequently  sold; 

*  The  judicious  plan  of  investing  the  school  property  in  lon^  leases, 
originated  with  this  Gentleman,  to  whom  the  school  w  ill  thus  he  much 
indebted  for  its  future  ])rosperity.  'Ihe  plans  of  jud^e  Lowell  tbund 
also  an  able  and  zealous  supporter  ia  iiis  Excellency  Gov.  Bumner, 
■who  was  at  the  same  time  on  the  Board^  and  wlio  amid  the  clamorous 
avocations  of  publick  busuiCSLS  usefully  and  honorably  labort  J  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  this  School. 

t  'J'he  papers  relating  to  thi:?  giant  and  the  petition  will  be  ian  in 
!No'''  K.  I'hcy  show  that  the  Towu  had  no  lawful  control  over  the 
grant. 
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but  no  portion  of  the  proceeds  have  ever  eii- 
rielied  the  funds  of  this  School.  UiipatronizeJ, 
therefore,  by  pubhck  Hberahty,  and  supported  by 
individual  exertion  alone,  the  institution  lias  ma  le 
its  way  successfully  througli  every  discouragement 
"with  which  it  has  had  to  contend.  And,  aitiioui^h 
amid  the  times  of  feverish  party  exciteiuent,  the 
eye  of  jealousy  and  the  frown  of  displeasure,  have 
been  successively  busy  in  its  concerijs,  the  liberal,  ^ 
though  indej)endent  conduct  of  its  <^overnours,  has 
contributed  so  much  to  its  character  that  it  may 
now  be  considered  one  of  the  most  flourishing  sem- 
inaries of  the  kind,  of  which  the  State  can  boast. 
Much  that  is  valuable  as  tending  to  the  elucidation 
of  its  early  history,  has  perished  wjth  ot|ier  menu-? 
menls  of  human  labour ;  but  enough  remains  to 
render  it  an  object  of  interest  to  the  historian  and 
the  antiquary,  as  well  as  to  the  well  wishers  to  the 
cause  of  Learning.  During  the  revolutionary 
struggle  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  Town  of 
lloxoury  was  for  some  time  the  seat  of  Military 
preparation.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  if 
many  of  the  valuable  records  should  have  been 
lost,  amid  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the  moment. 
The  school,  however,  continued  in  operation  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  stormy  period,  and  was  still 
employed  in  preparing  materials  for  the  historian, 
to  supply  the  place  of  those,  upon  which,  obiivion 
was  at  that  moment  seizing. 

It  was  in  the  year  1789,  the  present  school 
house  was  erected,  one  story  only  in  height,  and 
calculated  to  accommodate  conveniently,  about  sev- 
enty-five scholars.  The  Bell  presented  by  Mr. 
Dudley,  being  found  too  small,  was  exchanged  for 
that  which  now  hangs  on  the  building.    In  1820,, 
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an  additional  story  was  added,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent year,  the  school  was  divided  into  two  de- 
partments, the  younger  pupils  attending  in  the 
lower  room,  under  a  separate  Instructer. 

When,  or  by  whom,  the  hmd  upon  \vhich  the 
building  stands,  was  given,  cannot,  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  be  stated.  It  is  conjectured  by  some, 
to  have  been  presented  by  Gov.  Dudley  ;  while  by 
others  it  is  thought  to  have  been  a  |)ortion  of  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Bell.  We  are  inclined  to  the  for- 
mer opinion,  from  the  considerations  that  the 
school  house  must  have  stood  where  it  now  is,  long 
before  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Bell;  and  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  land  around  and  about  the  building 
'was  owned  by  Gov.  Dudley. 

We  should  be  doing  an  act  of  injustice  to  that 
liberal  patron  of  science,  W.  N.  Boylston,  Esq.  were 
we  to  omit  the  mention  of  the  prizes  which  he  has 
at  several  times  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  the  pu- 
pils, who  have  distinguished  themselves  at  this 
seminary. 

The  sum  originally  subscribed  for  the  founda- 
tion of  the  school  did  not  exceed  £25  lawful  mon- 
ey yearly.  The  present  funds  are  estimated  at 
about  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars.  This  fact  suffi- 
ciently ppoves  the  fidelity  of  its  guardians,  who  can 
now  look  forward  with  pleasure  at  its  prospects, 
which,  from  such  small  beginnings,  bid  fair  to  rival 
in  wealth,  as  well  as  in  usefulness,  the  most  flour- 
ishing institutions  of  which  the  country  can  Ijoast. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  the  increase  of  its  funds, 
and  the  liberality  of  the  Gentlemen  who  preside 
over  them,  its  resources  are  at  presest  inadequate 
to  meet  the  exigencies  arising  from  the  extension 
of  the  plan;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Town 
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or  some  liberal  patron,  will  extend  a  foRteriiifij  hand 
toward  it,  until  the  period  of  reversion  of  those  es- 
tates, which  will  render  any  assistance  ufinecessary. 

Wc  venture  suggestin<^  to  the  Genlleiijen  Trus- 
tees the  propriety  of  designating  the  school  hy  some 
name  \Yhich  will  distinguish  it  from  that  which  is 
supporlcd  by  the  Town.  As  the  Hon.  Gov.  Dud- 
ley, and  Mr.  Bell,  were  both  munificent  patrons, 
the  union  of  those  names  in  the  title  of  The  Bell 
and  Dudley  School,"  would  be  no  more  than  a  due 
compliment  to  those  benefactors.  The  present  ti- 
tle is,  "  The  Grammar  School  in  the  Easterly  part 
of  Roxbury." 

The  Notes  which  are  appended  to  this  sketch, 
are  more  numerous  and  of  greater  extent  than  wag 
at  first  intended.  But  as  our  object  is  the  preserv- 
ation of  facts  which  are  fast  sinking  into  oblivion 
by  the  accidents  and  misimderstandings  to  whicli 
manuscript  records  are  subject,  it  has  been  thought 
expedient  to  give  a  more  durable  form  to  such  as 
were  found  most  intimately  connected  with  the  es- 
tablishment and  continuation  of  the  institution. 
This  observation  applies  to  the  notes  generally. 
Some  have  been  presented  for  their  very  quaint- 
ness ;  and  all  in  the  hope  that  they  will  be  found 
interestii^g. 

Having:  thus  given  the  external  history  of  the  School,  as  far  as  wc 
can  find  data,  in  the  records,  we  propose  to  add  some  account  of  its 
internal  state.  We  have  no  means  of  ascerlalniug  how  the  business  of 
instruction  was  pursued  in  the  earlier  periods  of  its  existence.^  The 
only  remaining  records  relate  principally  to  its  financial  concerns ;  and 
give  no  information  either  of  the  branches  pursued,  or  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  taught.  It  is  not  probable  that  many  of  the  Instruc- 
lers  engaged  like  Mr.  Prudden,  (and  that  too  for  so  disproportionate  a 
compensation,)  to  instruct  in  all  morall,  scholasticali,  and  theological 
discipline. "  Few  persons,  since  his  day,  would  have  undertaken  a  la- 
bour so  Herculean.  Each  of  those  subjects  have  subsequently  afforded 
a  wkle  tield  for  the  exertions  of  several  able  professors  in  our  highest 
and  most  talented  seminaries,  without  fear  of  exhaustion.  Indeed  so 
fertile  are  they  all,  that  even  the  divestment  of  the  ciunbfous  trappiugs 
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iri  ^hich  they  have  Ijccn  enveloped,  duiiu;;  iiie  re'r^^n  of  Iioodcil  super- 
stition, and  in  which  they  have  been  eutailcd  uutil  witl'iu  a  very  few 
years,  has  beea  insufficient  to  exhaust  or  diminish  tliese  f.  thc>iuk;ss 
fountains  of  argument  and  debate.  Althoug-h  we  cannot  -  trac,^  with 
any  certainty  the  progress  of  the  business  of  instruction  in  this  institu- 
tion, we  have  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  has  generally  k<  pt 
pace  with  the  exigencies  of  those,  for  whose  benefit  it  has  been  support- 
ed. In  the  earliest  infancy  of  the  School,  all  were  excluded  from  its 
I'ijnefits  who  had  not  commenced  the  rudunents  of  IcUers,  by  learning 
to  read  with  tolerable  fluency.  The  elementary  lir  uiches  of  chissical 
literature,  were  first  introduced  by  Mr.  Mow,  the  liisl  recipient  of  Mr. 
Bell's  bequest,  somewhere  about  the  year  1G74.  ^ince  that  pt-riod, 
pupils  have  been  prepared  for  the  University  as  well  as  for  the  counting 
room,  or  tne  humblfr,  though  no  less  respectable  walks  of  life.  Within 
a  few  years  past,  the'number  of  pupils  in  classical  sliulies  has  been  but 
a  small  proportion  of  the  scholars;  and  this  has  probably  arisei.  from 
the  almost  fashionable,  but  certainly  mistaken  idea,  of  the  iiiutility  of 
th.  drad  langiiii2;>  s  as  affording  proper  srbjfxt  for  the  attention  of  ihe 
y(.ui;i;-.  Without  i-nterii  g  into  the  discussion  which  has  so  earnestly 
eng:^g^(:l^  the  atttuiiion  of  ithler  disputants,  we  indulge  the  passing  re- 
i;iaik,  lliat  as  an  inUllectual  exercise^  and  as  tending  to  the  dcvelope- 
int;nt  of  Ih'i  various  powers  of  the  mind,  we  have  always  contended  iu 
favour  of  the  cultivation  of  the  dead  languages,  to  a  certain  extent. 
iThe  business  of  instruction,  and  the  proper  object  of  children  at 
school  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  employment — and  of  course  the  improve- 
in.  nt — not  of  one  faculty — but  of  all.  It  is  the  business  of  the  youngf 
nuchanic,  during  the  peiiod  of  his  apprenticeship,  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  tools  of  his  trade,  and  their  various  uses;  and  ia 
acquiring  that  knowledge,  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference^  whether  it  is 
obtained  by  the  construction  of  one  piece  of  mechanism,  or  another. 
Nay  more — it  is  altogetb.er  immaterial,  whether  he  can  recoiled  the 
various  nrlicles  iJiat  he  has  made  while  acquiring  that  k7intcledgc — pro- 
vided, that  he  still  retains  the  knowledge  of  the  use  of  his  tools,  in  the 
■various  busine^-s  which  he  is  aiterwads  <  alkul  upon  to  perform.  And 
so  too  in  education,  it  is  not  matter  of  concern,  whether  a  child  will  re- 
collect in  after  lile,  the  various  })ursuits  which  occupied  his  attention 
at  school,  lie  is  sent  there,  for  the  developement  and  improvement  of 
his  intellectual  faculties  ;  and  such  studies  should  therefore  be  selected 
for  his  occupation,  as  will  have  the  best  tendency  to  promote  this  high 
and  noble  ol)ject.  'I'he  niemoiy  is  but  one,  among  many  of  the  intel- 
lectual faculties.  If,  therefore,  the  memory  alone  be  cultivated,  the 
object  is  but  partially  secured.  Powers  of  no  less  use^  and  which  in 
no  less  degree  require  a  due  attention  and  exercise,  are  the  faculties 
of  judgment,  comparison,  abstraction,  reasoning,  association,  and  an- 
alysis, as  well  as  attention,  percei)tion,  imagination,  and  consciousness. 
It  is  uot'deuied  that  there  are  other  branches  of  Knowledge  which  re- 
quire the  exercise  of  many  of  these  opeirations  and  powers  of  the  mind. 
But  it  is  contended,  that  no  one  is  to  be  found,  which  requires  so  many 
of  these  powers  to  be  called  into  vigorous  action,  both  separately  and 
\initedly,  as  the  study  of  the  languages  of*  ancient  Greece  and  ilome. 
'J'his  is  the  only  ground  upon  which  we  would  defend  them  ;  although 
puich  might  be  s;iid  in  their  favour,  from  conside>i<ilions  of  a  scieidific 
^nd  pliilological  nature.    The  fludy  of  the  Mathcmatic  ks,  and  of  mod- 
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em  languages,  is  undoubtedly  of  »re,at  utility  ;  but  in  the  former,  the 
fixed  and  certain  relations  of  number  and  quantity,  confine  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mind  within  certain  limits,  which  cannot  be  surpucsed;  and 
in  the  latter,  there  is  less  room  for  intellectual  display,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  that  inversion,  which,  in  the  dead  hm^'nages  operates 
as  a  sort  of  mental  g.iy/jniiii'mw.  On  this  account  it  is  to  b;-  regretted, 
that  in  this  school,  little  attention  has  beey  paid  within  a  few  y(  ars  to 
the  elements  of  classical  literature.  Tlie  blame  (if  any  (xisl,)  caniiot 
however  be  attached  to  the  Instructers  ;  because  it  lias  been  optional 
with  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  to  have  them  iubtructed  in  the  clas-^ical 
or  vernacular  brandies. 

The  monitorial  system  has  never,  it  is  believeJ,  been  pursued  in  this 
school,  in  any  degree,  until  within  the  pres'  nt  year,  liow  far  expedi-  " 
ency  or  utility  may  require  its  introductioa,  the  present  Instructer  is 
not  prejtartd  to  say;  bi  cause  lie  is  reluctant  to  make  changes  in  Ions; 
establisht:  d  usoa<  s,  without  a  thoroujjh  conviction  of' the  beneficial 
tendency  of  t!ie  chano:e.  He  has,  howev<^r,  occasionally  pursued  that 
system  in  a  very  limited  degree,  with  no  small  sati?f;r:ction  ;  and,  from 
the  partial  experit  nee  that  he  has  had,  is  led  to  believe,  that  an  entire 
revolution  is  soon  to  take  place  in  the  business  of  instruction. 

The  two  Departments  of  this  school,  are  distinct  fiom  one  another, 
so  far  as  the  business  of  instruction  alone  is  concerned.  But  the  inabter 
of  each  school  has  a  general  authority  over  the  pupils  of  both.  l\ach 
iJepartment  is  confined  to  pupils  of  the  male  sex.  In  the  lower 
fichool,  the  pupils  are,  generally  confined  to  studies  preparatory  to  fit 
th(  m  for  the  upper  department.  For  entrance  into  the  lower  school, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  pupil  be  seven  years  old,  and  abb;  to  read  flu- 
ently in  the  Testament.  During  th(.ir  preparation  for  the  Upper  De- 
partment, they  are  confined  to  reading;,  spelling,  writing,  and  the  rules 
of  English  Grammar,  which,  by  direction  of  the  I'rustees,  are  miide  in- 
dispeusible  for  entrance  to  the  Upper  School.  At  tlie  annual  examii^^- 
tion  in  September,  promotions  are  made  from  the  lower  to  the  upper 
school ;  and  in  cases  of  peculiar  merit,  at  the  semi-annual  examination 
in  March  also.  I'upils  may  be  received  into  the  upper  school,  without 
previous  preparation  in  the  lower,  provided  they  be  examine  d  by  the 
master,  and  found  qualified.  But  as  the  two  schools  are  considered  as. 
one  institution,  and  as  the  plan  of  both  is  uniform,  and  predicated  upon 
the  exigencies  of  each  reciprocally,  it  is  preferred  that  their  prepara- 
tion be  made  in  the  lower  school.  The  number  of  pupils  is  ^^euerally- 
about  the  same  in  each  school,  being  about  lA'iy.  'J'lie  present  nunibei 
is  Sixty  in  the  upper,  and  Sixty  one  in  the  lou  er. 

The  upper  Dei)artment  is  diviiled  into  Four  classes,  crdit  d  tl;e  J-'enior, 
.lunior,  I'hird  and  Fourth.  'J"he  pnpilb  tliat  aic  pnriuing  the  study  of 
'  the  languages,  are,  in  those  studies,  sejiarately  c  lassed. — but  the  num- 
ber of  such  is  small,  and  the  pjirtial  introdnci  ion  oi  the  monitorial  sys- 
tewi,  enables  the  Instructer  to  devote  lUch  [lorliuns  of  bis  attention  to 
them,  as  their  studies  require.  Fromotioi.s  are  regularly  made  from 
the  lower  to  the  higher  classes,  after  the  annual  examination  in  Septem- 
ber, but  in  cases  of  extraordinary  merit,  nmn;  trecjuently.  The  bran- 
dies taut;ht  in  the  school,  embrace  uoi  only  the  usual  elementary 
studies,  but  those  also  which  are  pursue  d  in  ichouls  ol"  the  highcct  or- 
der. A  fv.w  philoso})hical  instruuu.iits  have  lately  been  purchased  by 
the.  Trustees,  to  exempHry  the  I'rineijiles  i>r  Natural  Thilosophy  ;  and 
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the  collection  will  probably  be  made  more  complete,  as  soon  as  the 
funds  Avill  ptrmit. 

The  rules  upon  which  the  Trustees  require  the  fnstructcrs  particu- 
larly to  insist,  relate  to  seasonable  attendance,  depoitnient,  in  and  out 
ol  school,  and  the  due  provision  ol  books  reijiiired  for  use.  The  details 
of  instruction  and  government,  are  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Itistruc- 
tf.rs.  With  a  liberality  uncommon  in  institutions  of  the  kind,  (and  lon^ 
betbre  the  late  act  of  legislation  on  the  subject,)  the  Trustees  have  di- 
rected the  purchase  of  books  from  tlu;  I'unds  of  the  school,  in  those 
cases,  where  they  are  satisfied  of  the  inability  of  the  partnta  to  provide 
them. 

The  vacations  are  shorter  than  those  of  any  other  school  in  the  vicin- 
ity— the  longest  being  but  five  days; — and  it  is  but  a  short  time  tliat 
the  })upils  have  enjoyed  more  than  one  half  holiday  in  the  week.  The 
Trustees  meet  regularly  on  the  second  monday  of  each  quarter,  to  at- 
tend to  ihv^  affairs  of  the  school;  and  examine  both  departments,  at 
their  meetings  in  March  and  September.  The  school  hours  arc  from 
9  to  12  A.  M.  and  from  2  to  5,  P.  M.  The  following  is  the  course  of 
Btuditis  contemplated  f'r  e-ich  class,  in  the  Upper  1)(  partment  ;  most  of 
■which  are  already  introduced,  and  the  remairjder  will  be  pursued  in 
reg^ular  order. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 
No.  1,  Reading;  2,  Spelling;  3,  Writing  ;  4,  Arithmetick  ;  5,  En 
j^lish  Grammar  and  Parsing.    6,  Geography  with  Maps. 

THIRD  CLASS. 
Wo's.  1,  2,  3, 4,  5,  6,  continued. 

JUNIOR  CLASS. 

No's.  1,  3,  4,  finished  ;  5,  with  corrections  of  False  Syntax.  6,  with 
-'Globes;  7,  Construction  of  Maps ;  8,  Deelamation  ;  9,  History  ;  10, 
,Accient  Geography;  11,  Arts  and  Sciences. 

SENIOIl  CLASS. 
No's.  1,  3,  G,  with  Globes  ;  7,  8,  10,  12,  Algebra;  13,  Geometry; 
14,  Mathemntick? ;  15,  Natural  Philosophy  ;  16,  Astronomy  ;  17,  Khet- 
©rick,  Logick,  &c.  Lthicks,  &c.  kc.  ;  18,  English  Composition. 

In  the  above  course,  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  are  not  men- 
tioned, althouch  both  are  studied  in  the  school  ;  because,  the  pupils 
pursuing  the  study  of  them,  are  detatched  from  the  regular  classes. 

The  following  is  the  present  organization  of  the  School. . 

TRUSTEES. 

Rev.  E.  Porter,  D.  D.  President.  Jonx  Bak-tlett,  Esq.  M.  D. 

C.  Davis,  Esq.  Treasurer,  Maj.  Bkimjamin  VVioi.d, 
Dea.  William  Davjs,  Secretary.  Isaac  Davis,  Esq. 

Dea.  NehemiAH  Monroe,  John  Leimist,  Esq. 

Hon.  John  Indwell,  L.  L.  D*  Saimuel  Guild,  Esq. 

Jonathan  Dorr,  Esq.  Thomas  Kilby  Jones,  Eaq- 

TEACHERS. 
R.  G.  Parker,  A.  M.  Muster  of  the  Upper  School. 
©ea.  William  Davis,  Master  vf  the  Lower  School, 
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notp:  a. 

Whereas, the  Inhabitantes  of  Roxhurie,  out  of  theire  relligious  care  of 
posteritie,, have  taken  into  consideration  how  necessarie  the  eil ui  alli  n 
of  the  ire  children  in  Literature  will  be  to  fitt  them  for  publicke  service, 
bothe  in  thurche  and  Conimonweulthe,  in  succeeding*  ages;  Th(y 
therefore  unanimously  have  conscnKd  and  agreed  to  t  rc^ct  a  free 
schoooie  in  the  said  Towne  of  Roxburie,  and  to  allow  Twenty  pound* 
per  annum  to  the  Schooleniaster,  to  bee  raisc^d  out  of  the  ^Jessuax"C3 
and  part  of  the  Lands  of  the  sevt-rall  donors,  (Inhabitantes  of  the  said 
Towne)  in  severall  proportions  as  hereafter  foilowfth  under  theire 
handes.  And  for  the  well  ordering  thereof  they  have  chosen  and 
elected  seven  Ffeoffees  wh(  shall  have  powtrto  putt  in,  or  re  move  the 
School emaster,  to  see  to  the  well  ordering  of  the  Schoole  and  School- 
ars,  to  receive  and  pay  the  said  Twenty  pounds  per  annum  to  the 
Schoolemaster,  and  to  dispose  of  any  other  gifte  or  giftes  which  hereaf- 
ter may  or  shall  be  given  for  the  advancement  of  Learning  and  educa- 
tion of  children.  And  if  it  happen  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  said 
Ffeoffees  to  dye,  or  by  removal  out  of  the  Towne,  or  excommunicatioa 
to  bee  displaced,  the  said  Donors  hereafter  expressed  doe  hereby  cov- 
enant for  themselves  and  for  their  ht  ires,  within  the  space  of  one 
month  after  such  death  or  removall  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  Ffeoffees 
to  elect  and  choose  other  in  their  room  so  that  the  number  may  be 
conijdeate.  And  if  the  said  Donors  or  the  greater  parte  of  them  doe 
neglect  to  make  election  within  the  time  forelimited,  then  shall  the 
surviving  Ffeoffees  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  elect  new  Ffeoffees  in 
the  room  or  roomes  of  such  as  are  dead  or  removeil  (as  before)  to  fulfill 
the  number  of  beven,  and  then  theire  election  shall  be  of  equal  valid- 
ity and  force,  as  if  it  had  been  made  by  all  or  the  greater  number  of 
the  said  Donors. 

In  consideration  of  the  premises  and  that  due  provision  may  not  bee 
wanting  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Schoolemaster  for  ever,  the  Donors 
hereafter  expressed,  for  the  severall  proportions  or  annuities  by  them 
voluntarily  undertaken  and  under  written.  Have  given  and  grant- 
ed, and  by  these  presents  doe  for  themselves,  their  heires  and 
Assignees,  respectively  hereby  give  and  g^rant  unto  the  present  Ffeoffees 
viz.  Joseph  Weld,  John  Johnson,  John  Roberts,  Joshua  Hewes,  Isaac 
Morrell,  Thomas  Lambe  and  theire  Successors  chosen  as  is  afore- 
said, the  severall  rents  or  summes  hereafter  expressed  under  their 
handes  issueinge  and  goeinge  forth  of  their  severall  Messuages,  lands 
and  tenements  in  Roxburie  hereafter  expressed.  To  have  and  to  hould, 
perceive  and  enjoy  the  said  annual  rents  or  sumrnes  to  the  onely  use 
of  the  Free  Schoole  in  Roxburie,  yearely  payable  at  or  upon  the  last  of 
September,  by  even  portions  ;  the  first  paymt  tft  to  begin  the  last  of 
September  in  this  present  yeare.  And  the  suid  Donors  tor  themselves, 
their  heires  and  Assigneess  do  coventuit  and  grant  to  and  with  the 
Ffeoffees  and  their  successors  that  if  the  said  annuall  rent  or  any  parte 
thereof  bee  arriere  and  unpayed  the  space  of  twenty  days  next  after 
the  days  appointed  for  payment,  that  then  and  from  thence  forth  it 
sliall  be  lawful  for  and  to  the  said  FfeofF'^es  and  theire  successors  unto 
the  said  Messuages  Lands  and  premises  of  the  partie  or  parties 
making-  default  to  enter  and  distreine  and  the  said  distressed  then 
and  there  found  to  leade,  drive  and  carry  away,  and  the  same  to  prize 
and  sell  for  the  payment  of  the  said  rents  returning  the  overplus  unto 
the  owners  or  proprietors  of  the  said  houses  and  I  ^ands.  And  further 
the  said  Donors  doe  for  themselves,  theire  heires  and  Assignees  cove- 
nant and  grant  to  and  with  the  Ffeoffees  aforesaid  and  their  successor's, 
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tiuil  i{  no  butticicut  di:-rn.:.^.;c  or  distressed  i;an  be  had  or  taken  in  the 

premises  according  to  t\w  true  intent  and  meauein^  of  this  present  deed, 

or  ii"  it  shall  happen  tliat  any — — to  bee  made  or  replevie  or  replevins 

to  be  siu;d  or  obtained  of  or  by  reason  of  any  distresse  or  diirtn.ssed  to 

bee  taken  by  virtue  of  tht^  presents  as  is  aforesaid,  that  then  ^nd  from 

Ihencefortli  it  shall  and  may  bee  lawfull  for  the  said  Ffi  ofl'ces  and  tin  ire 

successors  into  the  said  Messuages  frauds  and  premist  s  to  enti  r  and 

the  same  and  every  part  then olTto  have  use  and  enjoy  to  to  <hi  use  of 

the  Schooh^  and  the  rentes,  issues  and  profitts  tlu  rcufi' to  receive  and 

take,  and  the  same  to  deteine  and  kt  epe  to  the  use  and  behoofe  of  the 

«choole  as  is  afor-.  said,  without  any  account  makerig  thereoff  unto 

the  said  Donors,  their  heirs  or  asslg'iKos  and  to  use  and  to  occupie  the 

said  houses,  lands  and  premises  to  tlie  usv  aforesaid  untill  such  time 

as  the  said  annuall  rents  or  summes  aiid  evt  ry  parte  or  parcell  th<  reoff 

with  all  arrearages  and  dama^'-i  s  Ibr  non  payment  be  fully  satisfied  and 

paid  unto  the  said  FA  oflees  Llu  ir  succi  ssors  or  assit^iu.es  by  the  said 

Doiu)rs,  their  heires  or  assii^ni  es  or  any  ot  them  ;  of  which  said  rentes 

or  summes  the  saifl  iJonois  every  and  singular  of  thim  have  putt  the  > 

said   FfeoflVes  in  full   possession  and  seisin  at   the  delivei-y    In  reof. 

And  for  the  further  ratification  hf  ri  of,  the  sai<i  Donors  become  suitors       '  ] 

to  the  honoured  Gein  ral  Court  for  the  establishment  heVeof  by  iheir  V 

authority  and  power.    Ahvayes  j.rovidefl  (hat  none  of  the  Inhabitantef;  i 

of  the  said 'i'ovvne  of  Koxbuiie  that  shall  not  joyne  in  this  act  with 

the  rest  of  the  Donois  shall  have  any  fnrtlu  r  bi  m  fitt  thereby  than 

other  strangers  shall  have  who  are  no  Inhabitant'  s.      And  lastly 

it  is  granti^d  by  the  said  Donors  that  the  Ffeoftees  and  their  successor! 

shall  from  time  to  time  be  accountable  unto  the  Court  of  Assistants  { 

and  the  Donors  for  the  trust  committed  to  thtm  when  at  any  time  |' 

they  shall  bee  thereunto  called  and  requiitd.    In  witness  whereof  | 

the  said  Donors  aforesaid  have  her<  unto  subscribed  theire  names  ani 

sommes  given  yearly  the  last  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lorci  ■. 

1645. 

it  is  agreed  by  all  of  the  Irdiabitantes  of  Hoxburie  as  have  or  shall 
subscribe  theire  names  or  marke  to  this  booke  for  thenis(  Ives  sevei'al- 
ly  and  ibr  their  severall  and  resi)i'ctive  heires  and  t  xc  enters  that  not  , 
Qiily  theire  houses  but  also  theire  yards,  orchar^ls,  gard.  ns,  out  houses 
a'^d  homesteads  shail  bee,  and  are  hereby  bound,  and  bee  made  liable 
to  and  for  the  severall  yearly  sommes  and  rents  before  or  hereaf- 
ter in  this  booke  mentioned  to  be  paid  by  every  of  them.  Dated  the 
twentieth  day  of  December,  IG4G.  (This  latter  clause  is  inserted  in 
the  midst  of  the  subscriptions.) 

NOTE  B. 

In  the  year  Sixty  Si.'i,  in  the  month  of  January,  Mr.  Daniel  Weld 
being  formerly  dead  the  "eoliees  thought  it  needful  for  them  to  meete 
together  and  accordingly  did  to  consider  what  course  was  best  to  be 
taken  for  the  setling  of  the  Schole  in  i'.oxbuiy.  ami  upon  ror)sultation 
they  judged  it  convenient  to  advise  with  all  the  donors  to  huve  there 
counstli  tberein,  wherupon  the  Feod'ees  sent  out  to  call  togetln  r  the 
donors,  who  upon  warning  and  notice  came  in  and  melt  the  same 
mon*h  aforesaid  and  after  some  discourse  it  was  thought  convenient 
and  a  matter  most  tending  to  peace  and  love  to  piopound  the  case  to 
♦he  Avhole  towne  that  so  opportunity  nilirht  b^  given  to  a?  many  as 
thought  good  of  the  Towne  to  come  in  and  joyne  in  this  workf  ;  and 
as  to  help  b'-nre  tl  e  charge,  so  lo  have  the  pli^  eledg  ol  the  schole  ; 
according  to  which  conclu^io•>  at  the  exncrall  towne  nu-etin;;  that  wa)« 
,  in  .'anunry  it  w'ai-  nropniuub  d  to  <lu:  Ti-wn-  that  they  would  apoynt  a 
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time  to  meete  arid  consider  of  the  scholo  and  either  come  in  and  joyue 
with  us  in  tliis  found  Uion  of  the  scludc  or  eiis  thut  tht  y  would  prefc»;nt 
a  better  way  settled  upon  as  gooil  or  a  better  foundation  and  we 
would  ghully  joyne  vilh  them  when  it  should  be  presented  to  us. 
upon  the  pr'  po'.iiion  of  thi<  motion  to  the  towiit*  it  was  vi-ated  and  con- 
cluded to  meete  tliat  day  seaven  night,  and  upon  that  day  the  towne 
mett,  and  when  they  were  mett  tht  sccipc  Uu  diacoursc  of  some  per- 
sons that  spake  most  was  for  tl)e  r»  raovall  of  the  schoule  (w)ach  was 
not  the  worice  of  the  day)  vviUvut  whicn  tin  re  !<(  (  iiu  dtr»  apprai;-  (we 
will  not  say  a  party)  severall  persons  that  would  not  doe  any  tiling  ibr  (he 
schoole;  so  after  much  dis(  0ursi  sjjendin^  (In  day.  tin  y  iieithi  r  coinin;^- 
in  to  joyne  in  the  old  tbundatiun  oi' th^  school  ur.r  present  us  any  other 
or  better,  that  meeting  was  orderly  dissolvtd  and  nothing-  ilone. 

NO  TE  C. 

At  a  Generall  Court  holen  at  Boston  :  11:3:  1G70-- 

VVIk  ri  as  (,"ertain  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hoxbuiy  Out  of  a  Religious 
care  of  tht  ir  Posterity,  and  tReir  <jood  Education  in  Literature,  did 
heretofore  Sequtsfr  and  set  apart,  Certain  suufs  of  iVloney  Ani^awiting- 
to  Twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  Annually  unto  C  ertain  l\  oti'et  s  and  theii 
Successors,  l)y  the  Said  Doiiorsor  'r  e-  tfeo  Orderly  Chosen  for  the  sole  and 
Only  bt  hoof  ol  benefit  and  Settlement  of  a  Free-school  in  the  sd.  Town 
ofjloxbury;  Obi ij^in^' themselves,  heirs,  Executf-rs  and  Assignes  ;  ^'o- 
ther  with  (heir  hous(  s  and  Honjsteads.  for  the  true  and  full  per- 
formanci;  of  th^  ir  rc  sp  ctive  (Jbli^*^ations — all  which  doth  fully  Appear 
by  their  a^rti  nn^nt  bearing  date  thi'  Last  ol  August  One  'I'housand  i^ix 
hundred  lourly  five  ;  In  which  Acreenient  the  Orij^inal  Donors  wei-e 
^^■isely  Suiti^rs  to  the  General  v..ourt  for  (In  Estabiiirhmcnt  of  the  jirem- 
ises,  Accordin,;^;  to  which  a  Petition  was  Oflered  in  the  Name  of  the 
present  I'VoflVes  to  the  Generall  Court  Holden  at  Boston— May  19: 
1669. — In  Answer  of  which  the  Court  lmpow(  red  a  Committee  to  take 
Cognizance  ol',  arid  Return  the  C  ase  to  the  Court,  which  Accordingly 
was  Done  as  Appeared  by  their  Return  dated  Jiiay  19  :  1670. — After 
Serious  Consideration  whereof  the  C  ourt  d6th  hereby  Order  and  Enact, 
5'hai  the  said  Agn  ement  made  and  sigju  d  by  the  Donors  oi  the  said  Sum 
of  Money  the  last  of  August  1645  Be  by  Our  Authority,  Katified  and  Es. 
tablished,  to  all  intents.  Ends  and  Purposes  there  in  rpeciiied  ;  both 
with  Respect  to  (he  Orderly  Choice,  and  Power  of  the  leolfees.  As, 
also  for  the  ^I'ime  and  Manner  of  Payment  of  the  said  sums  of  Money 
distkictly  to  be  yeilded  and  payed  by  the  Donors  of  the  Same,  Accord* 
ing  to  their  respective  Subscriptions,  and  in  case  of  Refusal  of  Payment 
of  any  part  of  the  said  burns  of  Money  to  which  Subsci  iption  is  made 
or  Consent  legal'y  proved.  That  the  Orderly  distress  of  the'Peolfees 
upon  the  Respective  Estates  Obligtd  shall  be  \'alid  ibr  the  payment  of 
any  such  Sums  of  Money  so  refused  to  be  payed  ;  As  also  this  Court  by 
their  Authority  doth  Settle  and  determine  the  Lands  of  Lawrence 
TVhittamore  with  all  the  rents  and  Arrearages  that  have  or  may  arise 
from  thence  from  time  to  time,  to  be  r(  ct  ivt  d  and  Improved  by  the 
sd.  Feoflees  to  the  Use,  behoof,  and  benefit  of  the  Free-school  in  liox- 
bury,  w  hich  sd  Feoffees,  are  hereby  Impowered,  for  the  Orderin°:  of 
all  things  Ibr  the  Settlement,  and  reparation,  of  the  School-house 
choice  of  masters  and  orders  of  Schooles.  '1  o  Improve  all  donations 
Either  past  or  future,  for  the  behoof,  and  benefit  of  the  said  School, 
without  any  personall  or  piivate  respt  cts,  As  also  the  Ordering-  of 
Twenty  Acres  of  Arable  land,  lying  in  the  great  lotts^  which  hath  been 
in  Occupation  for  the  sd.  Schoel  about  Tweuty  years,  As  also  that  if 
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for  the  Necessary  and  Couvenient  future  beingf  of  a  School  Master 
there  be  necessary  the  future  Levying  of  auy  further  Sums  of  Money, 
That  the  said  donors  be  absolutly  and  wholly  Free  from  any  such  Levy 
or  Imposition  those  Only  hiding  Accounted  donors  who  are  possessors  of, 
or  Responsible  For,  the  sd.  Sums  of  Money  According  to  Subscription 
and  the  said  FeolTees  to  b*^  Always  Responsible  to  the  Court  of  Assist- 
ants and  Donors  for  the  Faithful  Dischai^e  of  th<  ir  Trust,  Provided 
there  be  constant  provision  of  an  Able  Gratnmar-Schoolmaster,  and 
the  School-house  is  Setled  where  it  was  first  Intended,  And  may  be 
Accouimodable  to  those  whose  homesteads  were  Engaged  towards  the 
IMaintainauce  thereof,  and  in  Case  there  be  need  of  Further  f;on(ril)U- 
titni  that  the  levy  be  Equally  Made  on  all  the  luhabitants  Excepting 
Only  those  that  Do  by  virtue  of  their  Subscription  pay  their  lull  pro- 
portion of  the  Annual  Charges. 

That  this  is  a  true  Copy  taken  Out  of  the  Courts  book  of  Records,, 
attestd.  Edward  Rawson  Secretary 

NOTE  D. 

The  loss  of  the  Records  relating  to  the  tax  of  the  original  donors  is 
much  to  be  regretted.  How  or  in  what  manner  the  lands  originally 
subjectial  to  this  tribute,  bf.caine  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the 
tax  or  whether  they  are  in  fact  legally  exempted  will  remain  matter  of 
uncertainty  until  further  papers  shall  be  found,  as  the  want  of  bound- 
aries and  descriptions  prevents  all  Knowledge  of  the  estates  subjected 
to  the  paymenit.  'I'he  loss  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  since  the  General 
Court  by  their  Statute  in  IG70  confirming  the  grant  of  the  donors  pro- 
vided that  in  case  there  be  need  of  further  contribution,  that  the 
levy  be  radide  equally  on  all  the  Inhabitants  excepting  those  that  do 
by  virtue  of  their  subscription  pay  their  full "  proportion  of  the  annual 
charges/'  ['Aee  this  Statute,  Note  C  .]  We  find  among  the  early 
papers,  that  in  1717,  several  individuals  subscribed  certain  sums 
to  defray  the  expense  of  carrying  on  a  lawsuit  with  Capt.  Gore,  wherin 
the  Feoffees  were  Plaintiffs  in  behalf  of  the  School.  And  in  17'2'2,  a 
suit  was  commenced  against  Samuel  Stephens  for  the  lecovery  of  live 
years  taxes  in  arriers,  in  which  writ  it  is  stated  tliat  the  original  sub- 
scription from  this  land  in  1645  was  twelve  shillings  and  that  after- 
wards by  an  agreement  or  general  consent  of  the  Feoffees  and  their 
successors,  the  several  subscriptions  were  abated,"  the  one  half  to  be 
])aid  in  money  :  and  the  tax  on  Stephens'  lands  w^a  actually  paid 
for  several  years. 

NOTE  E. 

Extract  from  the  Will  of  Thomas  Bell  Sen'r  Merchant  dated  London 
Jan'y  29th  1671. 

Imprimis — I  give  unto  Mr.  John  Eliot  Minister  of  the  Church  and 
people  of  God  at  Roxbury  in  New  England  and  Capt.  Isaac  Johnson 
whom  I  take  to  be  an  olhrer  or  overseer  of  and  in  the  said  Church  and 
to  one  such  other  like  godly  person  now  bearing  olfice  in  the  said 
church  and  their  successors  the  Minister  and  other  such  two  head  offi- 
cers of  the  said  church  at  Roxbury  as  ti  e  whole  church  there  from 
time  to  time  shall  best  approve  of  successively  from  fjme  to  time  for- 
fver  all  those  my  Messuages  or  tenements,  lands  and  hereditaments 
•with  their  and  every  of  tlieir  a))purtenances^  situated  lying  and  being 
at  Roxbury  in  New  England  aloresaid  in  parts  beyond  the  seas.  To 
have  and  to  hold  to  tlui  said  Minisb  r  and  Officers  of  the  said  church 
at  Roxbury  for  the  time  being  and  their  jttccessor*  from  time*to  time 
forever  in  trust  only  nut\vithstandiug  to  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
Sgliool  Master  and  free  schoole  fov  the  teaching  and  instructiug^  of  poor 
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mens  chiUlren  at  Roxbury  afoiesaid  and  to  be  for  no  other  use  intent 
or  purpose  whattvtr. 

NOTE  F. 

At  a  (Jenf-rall  Court  for  Elections  held  at  Boston  in  New  England 
27th  May  1C7-1. 

In  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Feofl'ces  of  the  Free  School  at  Roxbury 
fL'ttled  heretofore  by  Court  Order  in  the  'I'owntj  Street  The  General  Court 
having  heard  and  seen  the  pleas  and  evidence  iu  the  case  doe  upon  ma- 
lure  cit  liberation  judge  that  the  declared  iiitent  of  Mr.  Thomas  liell  both 
in  his  Life  and  at  his  death  in  his  will  was  the  settlement  of  liis  estate  in 
Roxbury  upon  that  free  School  then  in  being  at  his  death  iu  the  said 
Town.  Copy  as  of  R'jeord 

Exaniined  per 

J.  Addington  Secretary. 
In  the  preceding  year  (1»)73)  ihe  Rev.  Mr.  SaniT  Danforth  Pastor 
of  the  church  in  Roxbury  and  exothcio  'i'rustee  of  Mr.'  BelPs  Legacy 
had  '"approved  and  confirmed  the  fixing  of  the  donation  of  .Mr  Cell  ta 
the  present  free  School  in  Roxbury.'"  His  Deacons,  also  'JVustees,  co- 
incided with  Mr.  Danforth. 

NO  VE  G. 
Extract  from  the  Will  of  Mr.  Mead. 
I  give  unto  the  Free  School  of  Roxbury  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning  all  the  aforesaid  little  tenement  by  me  purchased  in  case  my 
wife  marry  ;  and  in  case  my  beloved  wife  Rebekkah  rnarry  not,  my  will 
is,  that  alter  her  decease,  the  whole  abovementioued  tenement  shall  be 
for  the  usse  and  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  School  and  managed  by  the 
Feoflees  of  the  said  school  to  the  best  advantage. 

NOTE  M. 

This  covenant  was  made  the  25th  of  the  12th  month  1668.  Know 
all  men  by  these  pre»ents  that  Mr.  Elliote  Sen,  William  Parks  Thomas 
Welde  John  Boles  Robert  Williams,  Giles  Payson  at  present  Feofltes  in 
Roxberry  have  covenanted  and  agreed  with  John  Prudden  to  keep  a 
School  in  the  towne  of  Roxberry,  for  the  space  of  one  full  year  begins 
ning  on  the  first  of  march  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof:  but  not 
longer  except  the  said  John  Prudden  see  cause  soe  to  doe  ;  provided  he 
give  a  quarters  warning  to  the  aforesaid  Feoffees  that  they  may  other- 
wise conveniently  provide  themselves  another  Schoolmaster  where  upon 
the  said  John  Prudden  dotVi  promise  and  engage  to  use  his  best  endeav- 
our, both  by  precept  and  exauiple,  to  instruct  in  all  Scholasticail, 
morall,  and  theologicall  discipline,  the  Children,  (soe  far  as  they  are  or 
shall  be  oapable)  of  those  persona  whose  names  are  here  underwritten 
all  Abe  darians  excepted 

[Here  follow  fifty  four  names  subscribed  to  this  agreement^  and  four 
whose  children  ivere  to  be  instructed  gratis.] 

In  consideration  whereof,  the  afore-sayd  Feoffees  (not  enjoyning,  nor 
leting  the  said  John  Prudden  from  teaching  any  other  children : 
provided  the  number  thereof  doe  not  hinder  thi;  profiting  of  the  fore- 
named  youth)  do  promise  and  engage  (for  the  due  recompence  of  his 
labour^  to  allow  the  said  John  Prudden  the  full  and  just  summe  of 
twenty-five  pounds  :  the  one  half  to  be  payed  on  the  29  of  Septendjer 
next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  and  the  other  half  on  the  25  of  March 
next  ensuing,  i :  e  :  in  the  year  (70)  the  said  JC25  to  be  payed  by  William 
Parks,  and  Robert  Williams,  their  heirs  or  adir  iuidtrators,  at  the  upper 
mills  hi  Roxberry,  Three  quarters  in  Indian  corn,  or  peas,  and  the  other 
fourth  part  in  Barley,  all  good  and  merchandable  at  price  currant 
hi  the  country  rate,  at  the  days  of  payment.    It  w  ahoe  further  added 


(by  agTeement)  for  the  encouragcnKjut  of  the  said  John  I'ruddea  iij 
the  said  <  iiiployment :  lliat  it"  any  j)(  iboii  ov  peisous  in  th<.  towue  ol 
Hoxberry  bliall  for  likf  ends  di  bire  and  ujioa  like  grounds  wilh  the 
aboA'eaicntioued,  see  meet  to  adde  their  nanu  s  to  this  writcini< :  they 
sliall  enjoy  the  like  privih  dges  with  Ihoae  whose  names  are  above 
■written,  provided  that  \vh;>tsoever  they  shall  g;ive  ni  that  way,  shall 
he  an  addition  to  the  Jjxib  and  to  be  payed  wilh  it  as  aloie-aaid  for  the 
confirmation  of  which  covenant,  we  niulually  subscribe  our  hands 
liereto. 

Wheras  it  is  above-Sayd  that  William  Parks  ar.d  liobevt  \^'illiams 
doe  engag't;  both  for  the  time,  place,  and  uianuer  of  the  payin;^  the 
afore-said,  twenty  five  poimdg  ;  (liles  Fayson,  and  Kobert  \\  illiams, 
their  heirs  or  administrators,  doe  htre  by  ei  ga^e  lor  the  payment  of 
the  one  half  of  the  afore-said  twenty  five  pounds  at  the  saui'  piac*;  and 
in  the  manner  as  above  written,  but  in  the  nionlh  commoniy  called 
November,  next  cnsuinj;  the  date  hereof,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
other  half  the  fore-i;aid  William  Parks,  and  John  Boles  sr.  doe  iu 
the  like  manner  engage  themselves  heirs  and  administrators,  to  bo 
payed  on  the  2;>th  of  march  next  ensuiiig  that  :  i  e  :  in  the  year  (70) 
or  before  tliat  tiiwe. 

John  Pruddeii  John  Eliot 

W  illiam  Parks 

This  covenant  fulliilled  to  the  satisfaction  of      Ihomas  W  elde 
the  covenantees  John  Boles 

K..bert  Williams 
Johnrrudden         Cliles  Parsons 

NOTE  I. 

The  following  is  as  complete  a  list  of  the  Instructers  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  School  to  the  present  day,  as  can  be  gathered  from  the 
r(!cords.  The  period  that  each  remained  cannot  be  distinctly  defined. 
As  the  School  however  has  never  been  closed  at  any  time  since  its 
first  establishment,  except  diirinij;  the  usual  vacaliona;  it  may  in  most 
t;ases  be  conclude  d,  that  tiie  dates  attatched  to  their  nanies  will  give  a 
tok:rably  correct  idea  of  the  length  ol'  their  continuance.  This  note 
has  cost  us  much  trouble.  No  regular  rt.'cord  of  the  Instructers  re- 
mains. We  have  gathered  this  list  from  the  Books  of  the  Secretary 
and  the  receipts  of  the  Treasurer.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  list  is  c<nn- 
|>lete.  .  But  it  is  as  full  as  can  be  made  out,  from  any  pa{)ers  belonging' 
to  the  school  ;  and  what  is  here  stated  the  records  and  receipts  declare. 

1650  Hansford  1716  Ebenezer  Pieipont 

i()G5  Daniel  Weld  J 7 18  Henry  Wise 

1668   Mihill  1719  Puchard  Dana 

166ti  John  Pruddcn  17<^~  Benjamin  Kuggles 

J 673  John  Howe    .  17^23  Thomas  Weld 

1674  Thomas  Weld  17^26  Eb(  nezia- Pierpont 

1680  Thomas  Bernard  I7dl  Joseph  Mayhew 

•  1695  Joseph  Greene  1733  David  Goddard 

1698  Andrew  Gardiner  1734  Thomas  Balch  , 

1700  Benjamin  'Phompsoii  1736  John  Ballantine 

37t)3  John  Bowles  -  173}J  Ste})hen  Fessenden 

1705  William  Williama  1740  Natlianiel  Sumner 

1708  Timothy  It  lurgles  174  I  John  :Newman 

1709  Ebenezer  VN  ifliauis  17-13  Job  Palmer 
171-2  Increase  Walter  174  4  Eiisha  Savel 

1713  Uobeit  Stanton  1745  Danit  1  Foxcroft 

1714  Thomas  Foxcroft  1746  Edward  llolvouk 
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1747  Solomon  Williams  1791  Caivin  AVhitin ' 

1750    Mt  iriuni  179s>  Joseph  Dan  i  * 

175'i  VViiliam  Gushing  1793  Charle  s  Cutter 

1753  — ^  Coolidg-e  1794  Jamo  li.  Howe 

1756  James  Grtaton  1795    Whikorub 

175»  John  Fairfield  1790  James  Bowers 

1760  Joseph  Warren  1797  l^ev.  Jose  i)h  Warren 

17ui  FJ^eiKzer  Williams  1798  Benjamin  Kice 

1763  Benjamin  Oalch  J 799  'I'homas  Beede 

1765  Samuel  i'arkt-r  1799  Stttphen  Longfellow  J  uric 

1766  Oiivcr  Whipple  1799  Lulher  llichurdsoii 
1768  Increase  .Smnner  1800    IMlsbnry 

1770  Sanmel  Cherry  1800  Timothy  Fuller 

1771  Ward  Chipman  1801  Samuel  Swett 

1772  Joseph  Frince  _  1801  Joseph  Chickering 

1773  John  Elliot  1802  Nathaniel  Prentiss 

1774  Benjamin  Balch  1«07  Samuel  Newell 

1774   Williams  1809  Moses  Gill 

1775  Thomas  Marsh  1811  Moses  Hunt 

1776  Oliver  Everett  1814  Janus  Day 

Vrn  Robert  Williams  1814  L.  Dam,  fVrUins  J\Iasier . 

1779  Peter  Clarke  1818  Fnos  Stewart 

1780   Williams  lol8  John  F.  Jenkins 

1781   Prince  1B19  I  rederick  Crafts 

1783  Abiel  Heywood  1820  Charlea  Fox 
1789  William  Emrnerson 

While  the  School  was  under  the  care  of  this  last  mentioned  gentle- 
man, it  was  divided  into  two  departments,  called  the  Ui)|)er  and  the 
J-iOwer  School. — The  following  have  since  bee  n  Int-lrueteia. 

VrPKR  SCHOOI,,  LOWKR    SCUOOT.,  J 

1821  Charles  Fox  Deac.  Wiiliam  Davis. 

1825  Richard  G.  Parker.  v 
NOTE  K. 

To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Dudley  Ksqr.  Capt'n  General!  and  (Gov- 
ern, in  chief,  in,  and  ovt  r  His  Maje  sty's  I'rovince  of  the  .Vlaisachusetts 
Bay  in  New  Eng;land  &c.  and  to  the  Hon^ble  the  Councill  and  House 
of  Representatives,  in  (ven(  rail  Court  Assembled  the      Day  of 

The  I'etition  of  Stephen  Williams,  Samuel  V\  iliinm?,  Fdwvird  Dor, 
John  Mayo,  John  Bowles  and  John  Holbrook  tll  oiii  es  in  'i  r-i.^t.  fur  tin; 
(Jversight  and  Manag;ement  of  the  fin  e  School  in  the  'i'G\',  n  ol  iloxbuiy, 
Humbly  Shew<-th 

That  the  said  ffree  school  is  one  of  the  ancicntcst  and  rDost  famous 
Schools  in  this  Province  Avhere:  by  the  favour  of  God,  more  Pe  rsons 
luavc  had  their  Eduration,  who  have  been,  and  now  arc  worthy  Minis- 
ters of  the  evirhuttinj:^'  Gospel,  than  in  ari)',  (we  may  say,)  than  in  many 
Towns  of  the  like  Bi^nese,  in  the  Province,  v.h(  re  by  (your  Petitioner.-* 
crave  leave  humbly  to  Sugg'e-st)  tlie  said  Town  have  D(  served  well  of 
the  Publick.  And  the  Generall  Court  were  Pleaded  at  their  Session  in 
October  anno  1660,  So  far  to  consider  the  said  Srhyol,  as  to  make  a 
Grant  of  Land  towards  the  Mainti:nance  thereof,  in  the  Terujs  follow- 
in;^-,  'i'he  Court  Judyeth  It  meet  to  Grant  the  Town  of  Rox- 

bury,  fliye  Hundred  Acres  of  Land,  towards  the  Maintenance  of  u 

/free  School. 

An  Atteatetl  Copy  whereof  is  herewith  Exhibite  d.  Which  G  rant  the 
i'elition''rs  cannot  fnid  has  ever  been  J /aid  out  altho;  they  have  mad* 
dllio-erd  In  j.,  ii  V.  uii  I  tbPv  ur<:  wri!  d  it  >,.  -'  r  )  V-.-.-!. 
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"Tour  Petitioners  therefore  now  humbly  Pruy  That  Your  Exccllenty 
and  (his  IIon''ble  Court  will  ricase  to  PcrftcL  ami  muiie  ellc  ctuall,  ihu 
pious  Intention,  and  Desij^n  of  the  afort  rt  cited  ^rant,  hy  Allowin;^ 
your  Petitioners,  to  Take  uj),  and  Protract,  the-  atoreg^ranted  Tract  ot 
ilive  Hundred  Acres  of  Land,  by  a  bkilH'uU  Surveyer  with  Chaiiimen 
under  Oath,  in  any  Place  in  this  Province,  not  as  yet  Gianled  at  the 
charji-e  of  the  Said  School.  And  Present  a  Plott  thereof  to  this  IIon''ble 
Court,  for  their  Allowance  and  Confirmation,  to  the  use,  and  Uentfit 
of  the  Ifiee  School  in  the  said  Town  for  ever. 

And  the  Pet'rs  as  in  Duty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray  &c. 

At  the  Second  Session  of  the  General  Court  held  at  Bostan  the  16th 
Oct'ber  1660— The  Court  Jndgeth  it  meet  to  Grant  the  'J'own  of  Rox- 
bury  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  towards  the  Maintenance  of  a  ffree 
School.  Copy  Examin'd  Joseph  Hillkr  Ckr  : 

At  a  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  His  Majestys  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  begun  and  held  at 
Boston  upon  Wednesday  the  Twenty  fifth  of  May  1716  and  Continued 
by  Several  Prorogations  to  Wednesday  the  Twenty  1  hird  of  November 
followi«i°:  and  then  met  being  their  fourth  Session 

Thursday  Novemb'r  24th  1715 

In  Council 

The  following  Order  passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Read 
and  Concurr'd  viz.  with  an  Amendment. 

Upon  Pteading  the  petition  of  Stephen  Williams  Samuel  Williams 
Edward  Dorr  John  Mayo  John  Bowles  and  John  Holbrook  Feofl'ees  in 
trust  for  the  oversight  and  Management  of  the  Freeschool  in  the  Town 
of  Roxbury  setting  forth  that  the  said  Freeschool  is  one  of  the  most 
Ancient  and  famous  Schools  in  this  Province  where  by  the  favour  of 
God  more  persons  have  had  their  Education  who  have  been  and  now 
are  worthy  Ministers  of  the  ever  Easting  Gospel  than  in  any  (we  may 
Say)  than  in  many  Towns  of  the  Like  bigness  in  the  Province  wheret'y 
(your  peters  Humbly  Crave  Leave  to  suggest)  the  said  Town  have  well 
Deserved  of  the  publick  and  the  Flon'ble  General  Court  were  pleased 
at  their  Session  in  October  Anno  1660  so  far  to  consider  the  Said  School 
as  to  make  a  grant  of  Land  Towards  the  Maintenance  of  it  in  the 
1/erms  following  Viz  :  the  Court  Judgeth  it  meet  to  grant  the  Town  of 
Roxbury  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  toAvards  the  Maintenance  ol"  a 
free  School  (an  Attested  Copy  whereof  is  herewith  Exhibited)  Avhich 
Grant  your  Petitioners  cannot  find  has  ever  been  Laid  out,  (altho' 
they  have  made  Diligent  inquirey)  and  they  are  well  assured  it  hath 
never  been,  Your  pet'rs  therefore  now  Humbly  pray  to  perfect  and 
make  Efl'ectual  the  pious  intention  of  the  former  Grant  by  Allowing 
your  pet'rs  to  take  up  and  protract  the  afore  Granted  Tract  of  five 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  by  a  Skilll'ul  Surveyor  with  Chainnnjn  under 
Oath  in  any  place  in  this  Province  not  as  yet  Granted  at  the  Charg(i 
of  the  said  School  and  present  a  jjlatt  thei  eol'  to  tliis  ilon'ble  Court 
for  their  Allowance  and  Confirmation  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
Said  free  School  for  ever  &:c. 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  this  petition  be  granted  provided  the 
Said  Grant  has  not  been  Satisfied  and  laid  out  heretofore,  the  pet'rs  to 
present  their  platt  for  Confirmation  at  or  before  the  Session  of  this 
Court  in  the  the  next  Autumn  Piovided  like  wise  that  it  be  not  takea 
up  between  the  purchase  of  Moguucog  an(i  Sutton. 

Consented  to  Win.  Tailer 

Copy  as  appears  of  Record 
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COMMOiN WEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


In  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty  nine. 

An  act  for  incorporating  certain  persons  therein 
named,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Gram- 
mar School,  in  the  Easterly  part  of  the  Town  of 
Jioxbury  ;  and  for  repealing  all  the  laws  hereto- 
fore made  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  the  education  of  youth,  has  always  been  considered  by  the 
wise  and  virtuous,  as  an  object  of  the  hig;hest  importance  to  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  a  free  people  ;  and  whereas,  Thomas  Bell  "late  of  Lon- 
don, by  his  last  will  and  testament  bearing  date  the  twenty  ninth  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six,,  hundred  and 
seventy  one,  gave  certain  lands  and  tenements,  therein  mentioned,  in 
the  words  following,  that  is  to  say  "  I  give  unto  Mr.  John  Kliot,  Minis- 
ter of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Roxbury,  in  New  England,  and  Captain 
Isaac  Johnson,  and  to  one  such  other  like  Godly  person  now  bearing 
office  in  the  said  Church,  and  their  successors,  the  Minister  and  other 
such  two  head  officers  of  the  said  Church  of  Roxbury,  as  the  whole 
Church  there,  from  time  to  time,  shall  best  approve  of  successively 
from  time  to  time,  forever,  all  my  messuages,  or  tenements,  lands,  and 
liereditaments,  Avith  their  and  every  of  Iheir  appurtenances,  situate, 
lying  and  being  at  Roxbury  in  New  England  aforesaid,  in  parte  beyond 
the  seas  :  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Minister  and  officerB  of  the 
said  Church  of  Roxbury  for  the  time  b^ing,  and  their  Successors  from 
time  to  time  forever,  in  trust  only  notwithstanding,  to  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  School  master  and  Free  School  for  the  teaching  and  in- 
structing of  poor  mens'  Children,  at  Roxbury  aforesaid  forever,  and  to 
be  for  no  other  use,  intent,  or  purpose  whatever.  And  whereas  sev- 
eral other  persons  have  heretofore  bequeathed  certain  other  lands  and 
monies,  to  bo  applied  to  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  certain  l^'eolfees,  to  be  duly  chosen  for  those  purposes; 
all  which  devises  and  donations  have  been  ratifu  d  and  confirmed  by 
several  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  (then  Province)  now  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  :  And  whereas  the  said  acts  are  found  to  be 
inadequate  to  the  regular  carrying  on  of  the  all'airs  of  the  said  school, 
and  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Roxbury  have 
petitioned  this  Court  that  an  act  of  incorporation  may  be  passed,  to  in- 
corporate a  competent  nun^ber  of  pt^rsons,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  said  Thomas  Bell,  and  others  ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Scjiate  and  House  of  Ri^presentatives  in 
<leneral  Court,  assembled,  and  by  the  aut^hority  of  the  i>ame,  that  all 
the  laws  heretofore  made  ratifying  and  confirming  the  doings  relative 
to  the  Free  School  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Roxbury  afore- 
said, so  far  as  the  same  are  inconsistent  with  this  act,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  repealed  and  rendered  null  and  void.  Provided  always,  that 
the  persons  who  act  as  Trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  said  Thomas  Bell 
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Untt  the  persons  who  act  as  Feoffees  of  said  donations',  shall  hart  respec- 
tively, full  ri^ht  in  law  to  demand  and  receive  all  rents  and  incomes,  or 
any  arrearag^es  thereof  ;  or  other  sums  of  money,  wliirh  from  any  per- 
sons whatever,  in  consequence  of  any  leases,  contracts  or  bargains 
made  with  said  Trustees  or  Feolfees  are  or  may  become  due  ;  and  pro- 
vided also,  that  the  said  Trustees  and  Feotfeeg  respectively,  shall  be 
held  to  liquidate  and  settle  all  their  accounts  with  an<l  to  pay  over  all 
monies  which  they  have  received  or  shall  in  their  said  capacities  re- 
spectively receive,  unto  the  Trustees  of  said  sfhool  appointed  by  this 
Act,  or  hereafter  to  be  chosen  in  pursuancethereof. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that  Honorable  John 
Lowell  Esquire,  Nehemiah  Munroe,  James  Mears,  Reverend  Fliphalet 
Porter,  Clerk,  Honourable  Increase  Sumner  Esquire,  Samuel  Sumner, 
Joseph  Rueglefl  Esquire,  Thomas  Williams,  Physician  and  Joseph 
VVilliams,  Gentleman,  be,^nd  they  are  hereby  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed Trustees  of  the  Grammar  School  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  Town 
of  Roxbury,  and  they  are  hereby  incorporated  into  a  Body  Politick  and 
Corporate  by  that  name  ;  and  the  said  Trustees  and  their  Successors  to 
be  chosen  and  appointed  in  the  manner  herein  af«er  prescribed  shall  be 
and  continue  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate  by  the  same  name  forever. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  all  the  lands, 
btjildings,  and  other  property  whatsoever,  which  have  heretofore  been 
given  by  the  said  Thomas  Bell  and  others,  to  the  said  Trustees  and  Fe- 
oflees,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  said  Free  School,!and  all  other  es- 
tate, interest  claim  or  demand  whatsoever  belonging  to  said  School,  or 
which  are  held  in  trust  therefor,  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  to 
thesaidJohn  Lowell,  Nehemiah  Munroe,  James  Mears.  Ehphalet  Porter, 
Increase  Sumner,Samuel  Sumuer,Joseph  Rug^gles,  Thomas  VVilliaras  and 
Joseph  Wiliams  and  to  their  successors  as  Trustees  of  the  said  School 
forever,  for  the  uses,  intents  and  purposes,  and  upon  the  trusts  which  ia 
the  said  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Thomas  Bell,  and  the  dona- 
tions aforesaid  are  intended  ;  and  the  Trustees  ^foresaid,  their  succes- 
sors and  the  Officers  that  may  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  Act, 
are  hereby  required  in  conducting-  the  concerns  of  the  said  School, 
and  in  all  matters  relating  thereto,  to  regulate  themselves  conformably 
to  the  true  design  and  intention  of  the  said  Thomas  Bell  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors  shall  have  one  common  seal,  which  they  may  make  use 
of  in  any  cause  or  business  that  relates  to  the  said  office  of  Trustees  of 
the  said  school,  and  tliey  shall  have  power  and  authority  from  time  to 
lime  to  change,  alter  or  renew  the  same  at  pleasure  ;  and  they  may  sue 
and  be  sued  in  all  actions,  real, personal  or  mixed,  and  prosecute  and  de- 
fend the  satne  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  by  the  name  of  the 
Truetees  of  the  Grammar  School  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  Town 
of  Roxbury  as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  said  Trus- 
tees and  their  succetsors,  shall  he  the  true  and  sole  Visitors,  Trustees, 
and  Governors  of  the  said  School  in  perpetual  succession  forever,  to  be 
continued  in  the  way  and  manner  hereinafter  pointed  out,  wifh  full 
power  and  authority  to  elect  by  ballot,  x  President,  Secretary,  l^reasur- 
er,  and  such  other  Omcers  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  conve- 
ient  ;  and  to  make  and  ordain  such  Bye  Laws,  rules  and  orders,  for  the 
good  order  and  government  of  said  School,  from  time  to  lime,  as  to  them 
the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  shall,  according  to  the  various 
occasions  and  circumstances  thereof  appear  most  fit  and  requisite,  either 
with,  or  without  penalties,  all  which  shall  Uc  obs.  rved  by  the  officers, 
fcholars,and  eervants  of  the  said  school  }  Provided  always,  that  thv 
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tHid  Bye  Laws,  rules  and  orders  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution 

and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  number  of 
the  said  Trustees  shall  not,  at  any  one  time  consist  of  more  than  thir- 
teen, nor  less  than  nine,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
transacting  business,  and  a  major  part  of  the  members  present  at  any 
stated  meeting,  thereof  shall  decide  all  questions  tkat  may  properly 
*!ome  before  them. 

And  to  perpetuate  the  snccejsion  of  the  said  Trustees,  Be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  as  often  as  one  or  more  of  the 
said  Trustees,  shall  die.  resign,  reinove,  or  in  th(  judgment  of  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  said  Trustees  for  the  time  being,  be  rendered  by  age,  in- 
firmity, or  otherwise  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office, 
then  and  so  often  the  remaining  part  of  the  Trustees  then  surviving,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  at  some  stated  meetings,  shall  elect  by  ballot 
one  or  more  persons,  being  reputable  Freeholders  in  the  Town  of  Rox- 
bury,  aforesaid,  to  supply  such  vacancy  or  vacancies. — Provided  al» 
ways,  that  the  Minister  and  the  two  oldest  Deacons  of  the  first  Church 
of  Christ,  in  the  said  town  of  Roxbury,  shall  always  by  virtue  of  their* 
said  offices,  be  members  of  the  said  Corporation. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  Trustees 
aforesaid,  and  their  Successors  be,  and  they  are  hereby  rendered  capa- 
ble in  law  to  take  and  receive  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  bequest,  or  other- 
wise, any  lands,  tenements  or  other  estate,  real  or  personal — Provided, 
that  the  annual  income  of  such  real  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  the  annual  income  of  such  personal 
estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ; 
(both  sums  to  be  estimated  in  silver,  at  the  ra.e  of  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence  by  the  ounce)  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  the  said  Trustees, 
and  to  their  successors  in  that  office,  on  such  terms  and  under  such  pro- 
visions and  limitations  as  may  be  expressed  in  any  deed  or  instrument 
of  conveyance  to  them  made ;  provided  always,  that  neither  the  said 
Trustees  nor  their  successors,  shall  ever  hereafter  receive  any  grant  or 
donation,  the  condition  whereof  shall  require  them,  or  any  others  con- 
cerned, to  act  in  any  respect,  contrary  to  the  design  expressed  in  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  th^  said  Thomas  Bell,  or  any  donation  here- 
tofore made. 

And  all  deeds  and  instruments  which  the  said  Trustees  may  lawfully 
make  in  their  said  capacity  as  aforesaid,  shall,  when  made  in  their  name, 
siirned  and  delivered  by  their  Treasurer,  and  sealed  with  their  common 
Seal,  be  binding  on  the  said  Trustees,  and  their  successors  and  be  valid 
in  Law. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  there  shall  be 
held  a  meetiiig  of  the  said  Trustees  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  af- 
ter the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  afterwards  once  in  every  year  at  least  on 
some  day  to  be  stated  by  the  said  Trustees,  annually,  forever  ;  at  which 
meetings  the  major  part  of  the  said  Trustees  present,  shall  proceed  to 
elect  a  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  such  other  Officers  as  they 
shall  deem  meet,  who  shall  continue  in  office  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
or  until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their  room  ;  and  the  said  officers  shall 
be  under  oath,  faithfully  and  impartially  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of 
their  said  offices,  during  the  time  for  which  they  shall  be  elected,  and 
until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  sworn  in  their  stead.  And  there  shall 
be  three  quarterly  meetings  of  the  said  Trustees,  besides  the  said  annual 
ineeting,  to  be  held  on  such  days  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  regula- 
tions or  orders  of  the  said  Trustees,  at  either  of  which  meetinjfs  any 
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business  relative  to  the  government  and  well  ordering-  of  tlin  affairs  oi' 
the  said  school  may  be  transacted,  aii'l  vacancies  filled  up,  it'  nt  cossa- 
ry  ;  provided  however,  that  no  vacancy  in  the  office  of  'I'rustetis  shall 
be  filled  up  at  any  meeting  of  said  Trustets,  unless  previous  notice 
shall  have  been  given  by  the  Secretajy  to  each  of  the  'I'ruslees,  that 
such  vacancy  exists  and  is  intended  to  be  filled  up  at  such  meeting  ; 
which  notice  the  said  Secretary  is  directed  to  give,  at  the  application 
of  either  of  the  Trustees, 

And  that  the  state  of  the  finances  of^ald  School  may  be  known  from 
time  to  time,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawlul  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Roxbu- 
ry,  at  any  legal  meeting  thereof,  not  excef  difig  once  in  nny  one  year, 
to  call  on  the  said  Trustees  for  a  state  of  their  general  accounts,  at  the 
then  last  audit  thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  afore- 
said, or  some  one  of  their  Officers,  for  the  time  being,  to  exhibit  an  at- 
tested copy  of  such  statement  accordingly. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  Thomas  Clark 
Esquire,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  determine  the 
lime  and  place  for  holding  the  first  Meeting  of  the  said  Trustees,  and 
to  certify  them  respectively  thereof,  ten  days  at  the  least  previous  to 
the  holding  the  same. 

In  the  house  of  Representatives  January  21st,  1789.  This  Bill  hav- 
ing had  three  several  Headings,    passed  to  be  enacted. 

THEODORE  SEDGWICK  Speaker. 

In  Senate  January  21st,  I'iiid.  This  Bill  having  had  two  several 
ileadings  passed  to  be  encated. 

SAMUEL  PHILLIPS  Junr.  President, 
Approved  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

Trae  Copy 

Attest  JOHN  AVERY  Junr,  Secretari/,^ 


